
 

This powerful quote, found in The Undefeated, a children’s book  
recounting the efforts for racial justice, is also an example of the life 
and legacy of Sister Eileen Sheehy - a selfless fighter for equality 
and justice. 
 Sister Eileen Sheehy, 94, a Sister of Charity of Leavenworth 
of 75 years, died on July 29, 2022, at Ross Hall in Leavenworth,  
Kansas. Sister Eileen, always proud of her Irish, Catholic, Butte  

heritage, was known as an excellent educator, pastoral minister, and lover of music with a 
warm, hospitable, and welcoming smile.  
 The youngest of seven children, Eileen Sheehy was born on March 15, 1928, in 
Butte, Montana, to Cornelius (Con) and Anna (Hanley). She was a daring and precocious 
child. One day, Eileen lost control of her bicycle and went flying through the neighbor’s 
window. One of her brothers ran home to announce to her mother that she had surely 
been killed. Thankfully, she was not. On another occasion, her sister, Margaret Mary tried 
to trade Eileen for a neighbor’s canary. The neighbor decided to keep the canary for 
which we are grateful. 
 Eileen grew up with aspirations to live a vowed life. As a child, she declared proudly 
that she would “be a priest one day, maybe even the Pope!” While that particular dream 
did not come to fruition, Eileen ended up giving her life to Christ and those in most need.  
 Eileen entered the SCL Community on August 14, 1946, taking the religious name 
of Sister Gregory, later returning to her Baptismal name of Eileen. 
 Sister Eileen served as an elementary teacher and principal in schools across the 
West and Midwest. After many experiences in teaching and administration in several 
schools, Sister Eileen served as the Superintendent of Schools in the diocese of  
Kansas City/St. Joseph. In 1965, she joined others from the diocese to march with Dr. 
Martin Luther King, Jr. for racial justice in Selma, Alabama. With a strong spirit of right 
and justice, she represented many who were not able to be physically present for the  
Selma march. Her picture appeared in many newspapers and publications and her  
likeness was displayed in the children’s book, The Undefeated, quoted above.   
 Sister Eileen had a great love for her family, friends, SCL Community, and all she 
encountered. Witty and fun loving, she had a great sense of humor. Her sense of  
adventure beckoned her to travel many of the back roads, appreciating the countryside. 
With a strong personality, she was a risk-taker, an attentive listener, and willing to share 
her wisdom and insights. She was empathetic, sympathetic, grateful, and a lover of life.  
 Preceding Sister Eileen in death were her parents; her five brothers: John, Tom,  
Edmund, Joe, James, and her sister, Sister Mary Serena Sheehy, SCL; and the  
deceased Sisters and Associates of the SCL Community. Sister Eileen will be missed by 
her many nieces and nephews, her friends, and all of her Sisters of Charity of  
Leavenworth and Associates.  

 

“This is for the unforgettable. The swift and sweet ones  
who hurdled history and opened a world of possible.”  

– Kwame Alexander  

Monday, August 15, 2022 
Homecoming — 4:00 p.m. 
Vigil Service — 7:00 p.m. 

Ross Chapel 

Tuesday, August 16, 2022 
Mass of Christian Burial 

10:30 a.m. 
Ross Chapel 


