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“…we are called

ever to renew and recreate

our works and our witness

uniting justice and charity in our lives

as servants of the poor.”

SCL Constitution, Norm 6

We, the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth, affirm our call to communion 
and mission as women of the Church. In the spirit of our heritage,  
we continue to seek the path of charity and justice in our day.

Impelled by our baptismal commitment, we claim as our own  
the prophetic mission of Jesus and our call to discipleship.

In collaboration with those who also embrace Gospel values,  
we affirm our evolving charism and re-envision our ministry and 
sponsored works to sustain our mission.

Mindful of the fragility of the earth and of the suffering of God’s  
people, especially the exploited and marginalized, we commit  
ourselves to address these critical needs and their systemic causes.

Chapter 2016  
Directional Statement

O n  t h e  C O v e r

Congratulations to the three Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth marking  
their 50th Jubilees this year. Left to right, Sisters Catherine ann Bones,  
Mary Barbara Wieseler and Pamela hinkle.
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Community Director
From the

Sister Constance 
Phelps

This year is the 400th anniversary of the Vincentian charism. During 

2017, we celebrate the Vincentian deep spirit and heart of charity.  

This issue of Voices of Charity illustrates how Sisters, Associates, 

colleagues and friends embody, live and share this charism. 

“Charism” is not a word we use frequently in common parlance. A good 
friend of mine suggests the word is not understood and, perhaps, we should 
not use it. To clarify the meaning, I offer a short explanation.

The word charism goes by many names: unifying love, oneness, unity 
and reconciliation, active and inclusive love. Theologians speak of charism 
as a spirit or characteristic spirit that works quietly and gently and gives a 
religious community its distinctiveness.

Religious congregations and orders are called to witness to the Gospel  
in the Church and in the world; however, each community has a special  
mission and spirituality that stem from its founding inspiration and its  
subsequent tradition. This charism is seen in the quality of personal and 
communal living of the members and their external expressions of  
apostolic service.

While we associate the initial charism with an individual person, truly 
none of the religious orders or congregations could have begun without 
a support group for the founding visionary. For the Daughters and Sisters 
of Charity, Vincent de Paul had the vision. However, this vision was only 
brought to reality through his collaboration with Louise de Marillac.  
Currently religious and laypeople, worldwide, make real the vision with 
energy, enthusiasm and hope.

“The 400th anniversary of this charism provides us with the perfect  
opportunity to celebrate our Vincentian heritage, to give thanks for all that 
has been done and to develop ideas and plans for the future. Of great  
importance is the consideration of our changing demographics and social 
contexts, the pressing needs of the poor, and our ability to best respond  
to these as a Family.” (Tomaž  Mavrič, CM, president, the Vincentian Family 
Executive Committee) 

Religious life has changed through the years, but charism remains.  
It flourishes in every place we serve, in every ministry situation, in every  
personal and communal contact. As you read this issue of Voices, you will 
meet those among us, those who journey with us, those who understand the 
essence of our charism, those who capture the vision, and those who have 
the ability, talent and creativity to make hope real. In other words – those 
without whom our charism – the Vincentian charism – would be incomplete.

Sister Constance Phelps
SCL Community Director
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CeLeBratiOn Of

Charity
The stories of the three SCLs marking their Golden Jubilees this year 
overflow with accounts of abundant blessings. May the blessings  
continue for Sisters Catherine Ann Bones, Pamela Hinkle
and Mary Barbara Wieseler.

Congratulations and thank you for your many years of service.

Sister Catherine Ann Bones

Reminiscence evokes 
gratitude

When i reflect on 
my earliest childhood 
memories, i recall 
always being aware 
of God’s love for me 
and for those around 
me. On Jan. 11, 1949, 
i was born to John P. 
Bones and ida M. Pratt 
Bones of McCook, 
neb. My parents had 

been married five years, and i was their long-
awaited first child. as i grew up, there was 
no doubt in my mind that i was wanted and 
cherished. i do not remember being an only 
child, since two years later, my sister frances 
(francie) was born. She quickly became my 
cherished playmate, friend and confidante.

My parents were both people of strong 
faith. My mother grew up in the Catholic 
Church. Dad was raised a Quaker and was 
baptized Catholic when i was four years old. 
as i reflect on my early faith life, i know it 
was my mother who taught me to pray, and 

it is from her that i first started to develop 
my sense of morality. it is from my father that 
i know of God’s great love and tremendous 
forgiveness.

i was indeed blessed to be surrounded  
by individuals who believed that their 
relationships with God were essential and 
precious in their lives. the most important 
adults in my life professed their faith in word 
and action. all of my aunts and uncles were 
people of faith, and most of them were very 
active in church. two of my aunts, Sister 
Mary edmunda Pratt, SCL, and Sister edith 
de St. alexis Pratt, lsp, were vowed  
women religious.

When i was five years old, my parents  
purchased a two-story house on the east 
side of McCook near St. Patrick’s Church  
and School. this house was close to the 
school that my parents wanted me to attend 
and was also large enough to shelter our 
immediate family, my maternal grandmother 
and my mother’s brother Leo. Living in a 
home with extended family members greatly 
affected my life. having grandma and uncle 
Leo in our family added challenges and  
opportunities to my young life, and this  
experience continues to bring me gifts today.
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 at present, i minister as pastoral associate 
of St. James Parish, Kearney, neb.

this jubilee celebration naturally causes 
me to reminisce. there are many opportunities  
and people for whom i am grateful!

 i am thankful for those who nourished 
me and loved me in my childhood and 
young adult life: parents, grandparents, 
aunts, uncles, cousins, teachers, and other 
loving and wise individuals. they gave me  
strong roots.

 i am grateful for my sister and brother-
in-law, francie and Dennis Blomstedt. 
We have traveled our own paths while 
still supporting one another. i count them 
among my best friends. also, for my nieces 
and nephews and their families, who 
enrich my life abundantly in ways i might 
never have imagined. it has sometimes 
been the “out-of-the-mouth-of-babes 
experience” for which i thank God.

 Many Sisters of Charity have gifted me 
with friendship, acceptance, love and the  
witness of their faithful lives. We have 
prayed together, worked alongside one 
another, struggled and responded together  
in faith over my 50 years in Community.

 there are those faith-filled companions 
i have met on life’s journey, frequently in 
the midst of ministry. those who were and 
continue to be present in good times and 
difficult times. those to whom and with 
whom i have ministered. those who have 
ministered to me.

 i am extremely grateful for being called to 
worship God with my whole life.

“We become Sisters of Charity over a 
lifetime.” for what has been, i am grateful. for 
what is yet to be, i desire to say “yes!”

We have prayed together, worked alongside one another, struggled  
and responded together in faith over my 50 years in Community.

— Sister Catherine Ann Bones

as i grew into young adulthood, what 
i wanted to do most was to be a Sister of 
Charity of Leavenworth. in august 1967,  
i entered the Community. as i look back on 
this decision, i recall that there were many 
possible options for my life. Marriage had 
always been attractive. as i watched cousins  
and friends going off to universities, i  
explored that possibility. there were two 
other religious communities that i might have 
entered – the Little Sisters of the Poor and 
the Dominican Sisters, with whom i was  
well-acquainted.

the charism within me best matched the 
SCLs. in June 1968, i was accepted into the 
SCL novitiate and made my first profession  
in January 1970. after graduating from  
Saint Mary College, my ministry experiences 
were varied.

 the first 13 years of my ministry were in 
secondary education. During this time,  
i taught at three high schools: Bishop Ward,  
Kansas City, Kan.; Bishop hogan, Kansas 
City, Mo.; and immaculata, Leavenworth.

 from 1984 to 1995, i ministered as 
pastoral associate at St. Paul’s newman 
Center Parish, Laramie, Wyo.

 for 18 years, i served as vice president 
of mission integration on administrative 
teams at five hospitals: Providence  
Medical Center, Kansas City, Kan.;  
Saint John hospital, Leavenworth; Bethany 
Medical Center, Kansas City, Kan.; St.  
vincent healthcare, Billings, Mont.; and 
holy rosary healthcare, Miles City, Mont.

 i have also served on boards for a 
hospital, clinics and schools. a particularly  
rewarding experience was being on the 
board of St. Labre indian School, ashland, 
Mont., which serves native american  
children, predominantly Crow and  
northern Cheyenne.
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Sister Pamela Hinkle

Coming full circle in a 
life of blessings

nearly 20 years 
ago, i attended a  
Mobile health  
Conference in south 
texas. the first day at 
the “meet and greet,” 
i met a gentleman 
named Dan. Dan  
was a vendor who  
designed and  
retrofit high-end  

airstream rvs for medical service delivery.
he invited several of us to dinner that 

evening. i declined assuming it would be a 
sales pitch. the next morning as i entered the 
conference room, there was Dan. i greeted 
him casually, “Good morning, Dan. how are 
you this morning?” he responded, “Blessed, 
Sister. i’m blessed.”

he was radiant, so genuine and unabashed.  
What a witness, this salesman! i remember 
thinking, “Who talks like that?” i would never 
think of responding like that. and why not? 
i’ve never forgotten the experience.

Mindful of that moment, now, i reflect on 
how BLeSSeD my life has been. i am blessed 
by my family, by my faith, by my friends and 
by my Community.

i was born on Sept. 8, 1948, at Providence 
hospital in Kansas City, Kan. Life was simpler 
then. My parents had neither phone nor car, 
so my mother walked several blocks to the 
nearby cafe to get her sister to take her to 
the hospital. Dad was working at the railroad. 
i was the oldest of four. Bernie was next, then 
Chris, and Brenda was the baby. My cousin 

Patti spent most weekdays at our house and 
was held to the same obligations, including 
the family rosary we recited daily as soon as 
we got home from school. the fact that Patti 
wasn’t Catholic was irrelevant.

family and extended family were important.  
My aunt Jennie and uncle harold were like 
a second set of parents and Patti, an older 
sister. We all made weekly trips to my  
grandparents in hoyt, Kan. they were Baptist 
and usually got home from church around 
noon. Grandma would have dinner started, and  
my mother and aunts would pick up where 
she left off. Shortly after the churchgoers  
arrived home, we all sat down for a farm 
feast with other aunts, uncles and cousins – 
all in a house with no running water.

i have fond memories of my grade school 
years at St. Benedict’s, Kansas City, Kan. 
i especially remember the kindness of the 
Benedictine Sisters. i loved school, studied 
hard and enjoyed the reward of good grades. 
i first met the Charities at Bishop Ward  
high School in 1962. My world suddenly 
exploded. there were nearly 1,300 students 
at Ward those years. By my junior year, i was 
firmly set on attending Saint Mary College, 
thinking that i might get a better look at the 
SCLs. two months into my freshman year  
at college, my decision was made. i would 
ask to enter our Community at the end of  
the year.

My first mission was to return to Bishop 
Ward, my alma mater, and teach art. i had 
the distinct privilege of trying to teach both 
Chris and Brenda, my siblings. Bernie  
escaped. i taught art two more years in 
Butte, Mont., and then made the transition 
to our healthcare ministries. in 1976, i was 
asked to go to the university of Southern 
California to study for my master’s degree  

I reflect on how BLESSED my life has been. I am blessed by my 

family, by my faith, by my friends and by my Community.

— Sister Pamela Hinkle
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received a fair amount of free advice from my 
four older siblings regarding all topics, and in 
return gave free coaching to my two beloved 
little sisters.

i was educated by the franciscan Sisters 
in grade school, by the Benedictine Sisters  
at Mount Marty high School, and by the 
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth at Saint 
Mary College.

as early as eighth grade, i felt a tug within 
to consider being a sister. in the silence 
of my heart, i sensed God wanted me to 
become as well-acquainted with life and fun 
as possible before applying. (Little did i know 
that religious life would plunge me into life, 
education and fun.) i entered the Sisters of 
Charity in September 1967 after college and 
after a summer working at Little america in 
Cheyenne, Wyo.

With a degree in music education and 
having completed most of my initial formation,  
i was missioned (as a senior novice) to  
Billings Central Catholic high School in 
Billings, Mont. i was called the “rookie nun” 
and that i was, learning about as much each 
day as the students. in January 1970, i came 
back to the Mother house to make first vows, 

Sister Mary Barbara Wieseler

Openness to  
transformation

“it’s a happy- 
Wonderful time of  
My Life.” yes, that’s  
my sentiment,  
paraphrased from 
the Christmas song 
premiered by andy 
Williams. Jubilee time 
necessitates bringing 
out the old wine, the 

best wine, and rejoicing in a lifetime of  
experiences, both laughing and crying in 
Jubilee! in the midst, my heart still feels like  
a fledgling in learning and exploring life’s  
great lessons!

Growing up in St. helena in northeast  
nebraska, i was privileged to experience 
both country life and also the city life of  
nearby yankton, vermillion, Sioux falls 
and Sioux City. My parents, frida and John, 
taught more by example; parish Mass,  
devotions and social events were an integral 
part of our day-to-day experiences. i also 

in gerontology. We, like the rest of society, 
had awakened to the aging of america.

from 1979 to 1989, i was assigned to 
a variety of administrative roles in aging 
services: archdiocesan housing in Denver; 
St. Mary’s hospital in Grand Junction, Colo.; 
Marian hall in Kansas City, Kan.; St. vincent 
hospital in Billings, Mont.; and our own ross 
hall at the Mother house. in 1990, i received 
a national health Service Corps scholarship  
to study for my physician assistant degree at 
St. francis College in Pennsylvania. When  
i finished my studies, i was assigned to a  
federally qualified health center for the  
underserved in Grants, n.M. a few years  
later, Sister ann McGuire wooed me back  
to Leavenworth to start up a new mobile 

health service for Caritas Clinics (Duchesne 
and Saint vincent). this was an exciting  
venture. Our goal was to provide ongoing  
primary care to the uninsured in both rural 
and urban core areas. Sister Margarita  
Padilla was my loyal traveling companion  
and invaluable translator for our largely  
hispanic population.

Since 2008, my Community has allowed 
me to be engaged in art ministry and the 
care of my aging mother. it seems in these 
50 years as a Sister of Charity, i’ve come full 
circle. yes, i am blessed, richly blessed. i am 
blessed by my family, my faith, my friends and 
my Community. “I thank my God every time 
I think of you. Every time I pray for you, I pray 
with joy.” (Philippians 1:3)
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and then i returned to Billings to continue 
teaching both music and home economics. 
By 1972, i taught only music classes,  
including going to the three Catholic grade 
schools in Billings to begin a feeder band 
program. this was a great adventure for 
me. after three years of teaching and two 
summers at vandercook College of Music in 
Chicago, i felt comfortable in the routine of 
teaching, and i was energized by it.

for a total of 26 years, i taught in high 
schools and junior highs including the Billings  
schools; hayden high School, Most Pure 
heart of Mary, holy name, Our Lady of  
Guadalupe and Sacred heart in topeka, Kan.; 
immaculata high School and Xavier upper 
School in Leavenworth; and finally, Butte 
Central in Montana. i taught both choral  
and band, facilitated music for liturgies and  
musicals, and served as school counselor.  
the latter resulted after i received a master’s 
degree in counseling from Creighton  
university, Omaha, neb., in 1985.

from 1994 to 2006, i lived in Lawrence, 
Kan., and ministered at Catholic Community 
Services for the first eight years, serving as  
Mother to Mother coordinator, national Mother  
to Mother consultant, counselor and director.  
the last four years, i worked at Marian Clinic 
in topeka in donor relations and as counselor.

from 2006 to 2015, i came full circle back 
to Leavenworth at our Mother house and 
ross hall where i was assigned as assistant  
coordinator. i was surrounded again by 
the Sisters who formed me in earlier years 
and who reminded me again of the joy that 
comes with being open and faithful to God 
and attuned to life’s twisting paths.

nearly two years ago i began ministry as 
pastoral associate at Blessed Sacrament 
Catholic Community in Grand island, neb., 

with responsibilities in pastoral ministry  
and adult enrichment. Despite a short stay,  
it was an incredible experience and an  
honor to serve these open-minded and 
heart-filled huskers.

throughout my years i have enjoyed a 
variety of hobbies including the domestic 
skills of cooking, baking and sewing. i also 
enjoy reading, poetry, walking, silence and 
conversation.

i ask myself why do i value being a  
Sister and what does it mean? i cherish  
being a Sister as it is how God has called 
me. Being Sister means being open to  
God’s love and transformation, trusting the 
radiance of God to move through me to the 
universe, even on “limping” days. it means 
having a goal of loving and listening deeply. 
it means being a missionary. it means being 
celibate for God’s reign. it means throwing 
my heart and soul into working together in 
Community, pooling and using our resources 
for those in material and spiritual need. in  
essence, it means responding to the grace  
of my Baptism.

So much Life during my 50 years as  
an SCL. i have been blessed abundantly by 
the Spark of the Divine within and without.  
i have laughed and cried with many of you!  
i have bantered and been bantered by many 
of you. i have believed and convinced  
myself never to get into the “scrapes” of 
complicated situations. But, you know 
what? it’s all small “stuff” in the realm of the 
universe, and it’s a journey to be respected 
on good days and on bad days. truly, i feel 
so blessed by Community, family and friends! 
My task in this second half of life, as i see it, 
is to give it all away and to remember, “it’s a 
happy-Wonderful time of My Life”!

Being Sister means being open to God’s love and transformation, 

trusting the radiance of God to move through me to the universe…

— Sister Mary Barbara Wieseler
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Three weeks before her death in 1962,  
Sister Mary Paul Fitzgerald, professor and chair 
of USM’s department of history, completed a 
manuscript of Bishop Miege’s translated letters 
with contextual commentaries. Sister Marie 
Brinkman, professor of English, inherited the 
task of getting the letters published. Their  
efforts matched Bishop Miege’s conviction  
and determination.

The reluctant bishop
Ordained in Rome in 1847, the native of 

Savoy, France, came to the American colonies in 
1848 with the goal of serving as a missionary  
to the Native Americans of the Great Plains.  
He first did pastoral ministry in a seminary of 
the Missouri Province of the Society of Jesus 
(Jesuits). In 1850, Father Miege received a 
packet from Pope Pius IX appointing him vicar 
apostolic of the Indian Territory East of the 
Rocky Mountains.

The young priest offered reasons to the 
contrary. He had never been in charge of other 
priests nor was he familiar with parish ministry.  
He said he demonstrated no evidence of being  
a brilliant student. He only wanted to be a 
missionary priest. A papal precept followed. 
Refusal was not an option.

In accepting his new assignment, Father 
Miege became a missionary in an expansive 
way. In May 1851, the newly consecrated 
bishop arrived at St. Mary’s of the Potawatomi 
and began 23 years at the helm of the vicariate. 

Bishop Miege letters attract scholarly 
interest, convey missionary spirit

Over the past 60 years, letters of Bishop 

John Baptist Miege, SJ, have occupied  

the attention of faculty and staff of the  

University of Saint Mary (USM),  

determined to give due credit to the last  

of a line of Jesuits who virtually founded 

the Catholic Church in the Midwest.Bishop John Baptist Miege
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On his arrival, the territory  
encompassed 500,000 square miles, 
ranging from Canada to Texas and 
from the Eastern Rockies to the  
Missouri River.

Letters as basis of manuscripts
A number of letters written by 

Bishop Miege from 1848 to 1884 
document his missionary experiences  
in the United States. He wrote these 
letters in French to his brother 
Urbain, a priest in France, and in 
Latin to his religious and Church 
superiors.

Recognizing the significance of 
this correspondence, Father Joseph 
Garin, a priest of Savoy, compiled 
Bishop Miege’s letters into a book 
published in 1886. One of two  
copies known to be available is in 
the special collections of USM’s  
De Paul Library.

As a project of the 1958 SCL 
centennial, Mother Mary Ancilla 
Spoor requested that Sister Mary 
Paul publish a translation of Bishop 
Miege’s letters. She embarked upon 
this research and wrote historical 
essays to accompany selected groups 
of the letters.

In the introduction to her  
manuscript, Sister Mary  
Paul explained that her work  
was not a definitive biography. 
Instead, she described it as “a record 
of a man’s spirit, his acceptance of 

the will of God and his response to 
life as it daily came to him.”

Manuscript revisions
For several years, Sister Marie 

focused on securing a publisher 
for Sister Mary Paul’s manuscript. 
Exhausting that option, she began 
to pare back the number of letters 
featured, combine some of Sister 
Mary Paul’s commentary and reduce 
the amount of material in the  
manuscript. While her health has 
precluded Sister Marie from  
completing the work, she, too,  
developed a deep respect for  
Bishop Miege.

She calls his letters “unparalleled 
in missionary journals of the time.” 
In her notes, Sister Marie concludes, 
“[Bishop] Miege’s correspondence 
unfolds a personal and communal 
drama peopled by the country’s first 
inhabitants, military and govern-
ment personnel responsible for their 
safety, immigrants in need of land 
for survival, adventurers seeking its 
gold, and economic forces of trade 
and transportation.”

Sister Marie’s hope is that  
someone – a Jesuit scholar or  
a student of Catholicism, the  
Midwest or the Native Americans  
of the Great Plains – will continue 
the work to make the letters and 
Bishop Miege’s contributions to the 
frontier Church more widely known 
and recognized.

father John  
Baptist Miege, SJ,  
to his brother – 
feb. 26, 1850
you will have to laugh when i say 

that i am a strong republican, but of 

course, in the sense that americans 

are, that’s understood. … here each 

individual thinks, acts, talks, eats, 

and sleeps as he wants whether  

you are Catholic, Presbyterian, 

Methodist, anabaptist, Mormon, 

Socialist, etc., etc., even Jesuit, and 

known to be such, does not matter. 

nobody will insult you, nobody will 

even try to ignore you for the simple 

reason that you are free and that the 

law protects you as such. it is this 

way because these good americans 

have common sense; which thing is 

rather rare in our days.

Sister Mary Paul 
fitzgerald

Sister Marie  
Brinkman
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Re-Markings

When she retires from her role as 

SCL financial analyst this summer,  

Margaret Anne Kearns will leave 

with deep appreciation and 

many good memories and friends 

among the Sisters.

She first encountered the SCLs  
as a young child when her family  
moved to Santa Monica, Calif. Her 
mother worked for 20 years in 
the business office of Saint John’s 
Health Center, then an SCL hospital. 
Through the years, five of the seven 
Kearns siblings worked there as 
well. Margaret Anne remembers  
that her older brother drove the 
Sisters to events and attractions.  
She had hoped to do the same,  
but by the time she began working 
at the hospital, the SCLs were  
driving themselves.

While attending college, Margaret 
Anne worked in accounting, as  
a cashier and in payroll at Saint 
John’s. With a bachelor’s degree in 
accounting from Loyola University 
of Los Angeles, she landed a job 
with the Arthur Andersen firm.  
Four years later, she moved east to 
the corporate office of the Hospital  
Sisters of the Third Order of  
St. Francis, Springfield, Ill. When 
the sisters began matchmaking on 
her behalf, Margaret Anne decided 
to seek other job opportunities.

In September 1979, she joined the  

Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth 
Health Services Corporation  
(SCLHSC), precursor to today’s SCL 
Health. She was assistant to Sister 
Mary Julie Casey, Treasurer for both 
the Community and the health  
system. Margaret Anne was the 
second layperson employed by the 
developing corporate office. She 
subsequently spent most of the rest 
of her professional career working  
with the SCLs or their affiliated 
health system.

The health system had not yet 
purchased computers, so Margaret 
Anne brought her own to work. She 
remembers Sister Mary Julie saying, 
“Some people bought hats. Margaret 
Anne bought computers.” She was 
self-taught and motivated to use 
technology to do accounting and 
budgets. Margaret Anne worked for 
SCLHSC until 1995 in offices in the 
Mother House and then in Cantwell 
Hall. She next did accounting for a 
home health agency for five years.

In 2001, an ad beckoned a return 
to employment in Leavenworth. 
Margaret Anne took the job she  
currently holds in the SCL Commu- 
nity Treasurer’s office in May. A few 
months later, Community leadership 
relocated offices from the Mother 
House to Cantwell Hall that the 
health system had vacated. In the 
midst of a winter ice storm, Margaret  
Anne camped out for a week in a 
guest room at the Mother House so 

she could fulfill her charge of moving  
computers to the new offices.

She’s always been comfortable 
working with the Sisters. She knows 
the ins and outs of SCL and hospital 
finances, Medicare and health  
insurance, and has history and  
connections within the Community. 
“It’s been like home,” she says.

Margaret Anne will be returning to  
California where she’ll make her new  
home near Riverside. She’s looking 
forward to travel and being closer  
to her siblings and their families. As  
she anticipates this life transition, she’s  
grateful for her 30 plus years with the  
SCLs. “It’s been wonderful working 
with the Sisters,” she sums up.

Connections with SCLs span years

T W O  l O n g - T i M e  e M P l O y e e S  R e T i R e  f R O M

Margaret anne Kearns
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Re-Markings

Joyce Macdonald says that she 

only crochets when she gets  

everything done. She adds,  

“I haven’t crocheted in years.”

Maybe that will change with 
Joyce’s March 2017 retirement from 
her position as executive assistant 
to the SCL Councilors. She spent a 
combined 27 years working for SCL 
Health and the SCL Community. 
Joyce is grateful for the great work 
environment and for the support 
she received from the Sisters.

Her journey to employment with 
the SCLs took a circuitous route that  
included raising her family, holding  
a variety of jobs and travelling 
extensively. Joyce grew up in Kansas 
City, Mo, where her dad was a 
TWA-er. Joyce also worked for Trans 
World Airlines for three years. In 
1966, she married Art, a high school 
acquaintance. Two weeks later, he 
deployed to Vietnam. When Art 
returned stateside, the Macdonalds 
lived at Fort Bragg, N.C., where 
their son Scott was born.

Following military service, the 
family moved home to Kansas City, 
Mo. Joyce initially was a stay-at-home  
mom while Art went to work for 
TWA. They welcomed daughter 
Stacy in 1971. Joyce eventually  
began working outside the home.

The Macdonalds spent 1982 to 
1984 in Saudi Arabia where Art 

fulfilled a TWA contract with Saudia 
Airlines. Joyce recalls this as a very 
good experience. During these  
pre-terrorist days, the family  
traveled extensively to England, 
France, Greece and Scotland.  
The children received excellent 
schooling. Art and Joyce met a 
British couple who have remained 
longtime friends.

Back in the states, Joyce worked 
different jobs. The Macdonalds  
purchased 80 acres in Platte City, 
Mo., just across the bridge from 
Leavenworth. When she saw a job 
advertised for the Cantwell Hall  
offices of Sisters of Charity of  
Leavenworth Health Services  
Corporation (SCLHSC), Joyce 
admits she wasn’t familiar with the 
health system. She joined SCLHSC 
in 1990 as a receptionist and later 
assumed secretarial duties.

Tragedy struck the family in 1992 
when son Scott died in a small plane 
crash. Then, as in recent years, 
Joyce experienced an outpouring 
of support from the SCLs and her 
co-workers.

In 2006, when Sister Sue Miller, 
then SCL Community Director, 
invited her to become her executive 
assistant, Joyce says it was the best 
thing that could have happened to 
her at the time. The health system 
was becoming more corporate and 
had earlier relocated to Lenexa, 

Kan., from Leavenworth – a greater 
traveling distance for Joyce. Of her 
return to the Cantwell Hall offices, 
Joyce says, “I felt like I was coming  
back home.” She subsequently 
transitioned to work with the SCL 
Community Councilors.

Health concerns among close 
family members influenced Joyce’s 
decision to retire this spring. Her 
mother died two days after her final 
day of employment. Again, Joyce 
experienced the strong support and 
sense of belonging that over the 
years had led her to refer to “our” 
Community instead of the SCL 
Community. She continues to value 
her connections with the SCLs.

Sense of belonging valued

S i S T e R S  O f  C H A R i T y  O f  l e A v e n W O R T H

Joyce Macdonald
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SCL Community Director  
elected delegate to international 
leadership organization

Sister Constance 
Phelps, SCL Community 
Director, and Sister 
Patricia Siemen, prioress 
of the adrian Dominican 
Sisters (OP), were  
elected in March as  
the new united States 
delegates to the  
international union of Superiors General 
(uiSG). Sister toby Lardie, pastoral leader 
(major superior) of the Sisters of the 
humility of Mary (hM), was chosen as the 
alternate delegate.

the three women religious represent 
Constellation 3 (as the u.S. is identified in 
the uiSG organizational structure). uiSG  
is a worldwide, canonically approved  
organization of superiors general of  
institutes of Catholic women religious.

headquartered in rome, uiSG:

 Provides an international forum where 
superiors general can share experiences,  
exchange information and mentor one 
another in their roles as leaders.

 encourages dialogue and collaboration 
among religious congregations within 
the Church and larger society.

 Offers regular programs, meetings and 
publications to assist members in their 
development as leaders of religious 
congregations.

 Communicates with the Congregation 
for institutes of Consecrated Life and 
Societies of apostolic Life (CiCLSaL) 
and other significant Church and social 
organizations on matters concerning 
religious life.

 fosters networking and solidarity 
among the women religious of  
the world.

Re-Markings
O f  S P E C i A L  N O T E

in this section, Voices of Charity highlights Sisters, associates 

and friends who have earned special honors or been in the news.

follow the SCLs on 

 facebook www.facebook.com/sistersofcharity 

 YouTube www.youtube.com/sistersofcharityks 

 Twitter www.twitter.com/scleavenworth 

 Pinterest www.pinterest.com/scleavenworth

 instagram www.instagram.com/scleavenworth

SCL recognized for community impact
the university of Saint Mary honored Sister Vickie Perkins with the 

first-ever Sister Mary Janet McGilley Community impact award on april 1 at 
the school’s annual scholarship fundraising event, Spirefest 2017.

the McGilley Community impact award commemorates Sister Mary Janet 
McGilley’s influence on greater Kansas City by celebrating individuals for their 
achievements and contributions to the local community and its people.

Sister vickie has served as a teacher, principal and superintendent of 
schools. She is a past executive director of Mount St. vincent, Denver. She 
was founding president of Cristo rey Kansas City high School, a position  
she held for six years. She now leads the Leavenworth interfaith Community 
of hope that provides a day center, clearing house and shelter for persons 
who are homeless.

Sister vickie Perkins (second from left) visits with Sister Diane hurley, volunteer driver, 
and regina, Kaleb and Mark at Welcome Central.
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Re-Markings • Of Special Note

Eclipse 1878 hospitality to repeat itself in 2017
in July 1878, SCLs of Saint Joseph hospital, Denver, provided refreshments to 

a group camped near their house for the purpose of viewing and documenting the 
total solar eclipse. Compiled memoirs of Maria Mitchell, astronomer, describe the 
Sisters’ hospitality. the astronomer wrote, “Our camping-place was near the place 
occupied by Sisters of Charity, and the black-robed, sweet-faced women came  
out to offer us the refreshing cup of tea and the new-made bread” (Maria Mitchell: 
Life, Letters and Journals, 1896).

Colleen Mcfarland rademaker, SCL archivist, discovered  
this little known fact through a query by the author of a 
book published in early June 2017. American Eclipse tells 
the story of Maria and two other pioneering scientists, who 
gathered in the West for the 1878 eclipse. a review of the 
book calls Maria “an exceptional woman…[who] fought to 
demonstrate that science was not anathema to femininity…
her eclipse adventure would open a skeptical public’s eyes 
to what women could do in science.” James Craig Watson, 
planet hunter, and thomas edison, inventor, are the other 
lead characters in American Eclipse by David Baron.

fast forward to plans for eclipse-watching on aug. 21, 2017 in Leavenworth, 
Kan. that afternoon, Leavenworth will receive 1 minute and 30 to 35 seconds  
of totality. Plans are underway for a gathering hosted by the SCLs to observe  
the solar eclipse – refreshments included. More to follow as the date draws near.

retreat opportunities 
at Marillac Center

Marillac Center, the retreat center of  
the Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth,  
will offer three special retreat opportu-
nities in the upcoming months.

Teilhard’s Mysticism –  
Spiraling into the Cosmic Christ – 
Aug. 19-20

through input, prayer, song, film, 
contemplative activities and sharing, 
participants will follow teilhard de 
Chardin, SJ, as he travels ever more 
deeply into the arms of the cosmic 
Christ. Sister Kathleen Duffy, SSJ,  
editor of Teilhard Studies and professor 
of physics, Chestnut hill College,  
Philadelphia, will give the retreat. Sister  
Kathleen has published extensively 
about the way teilhard’s religious  
writings connect with modern science.

Directed Retreats – Oct. 23-Nov. 1
Participants can choose to make  

a directed retreat of any length  
(e.g., three, six, eight days) from  
Oct. 23 to nov. 1. Six directors will  
be available. Directors will be assigned 
on a first-come basis.

Thérèse: A Saint of Mercy 
for Our Violent Times – Nov. 4

St. thérèse of Lisieux is a “modern 
saint” and a “little saint” who shared  
in life’s difficulties and joys. Brother  
Joseph Schmidt, fSC, retreat presenter,  
spiritual director and pastoral counselor,  
will lead this day of teaching, reflection  
and discussion. Participants will explore  
thérèse’s understanding of being a 
loving person toward herself and others.  
Brother Joseph is author of Praying 
Our Experiences; Everything is Grace: 
the Life and Way of Thérèse of Lisieux; 
and Walking the Little Way of Thérèse 
of Lisieux.

for more information and registration  
fees, visit marillaccenter.org;  
email retreats@scls.org; or call  
913-758-6552.
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if we’ve overlooked an item of importance,  
please email (thorvat@scls.org) or mail information to Communications,  
Cantwell hall, 4200 South 4th Street, Leavenworth, KS 66048-5054.

Re-Markings • Of Special Note

Mother House SCLs mark jubilees  
with Mass, luncheon

SCLs at the Mother house who are marking 70, 60 and 25 year anniversaries this year gathered  
for Mass in ross Chapel followed by a luncheon and program on Saturday, april 29.

60-year jubilarians: seated, left to right, Sisters Kathleen 
Wood, Janice Steiger; standing, Sisters Barbara Sellers, 
Mary Patricia Murry and Mary arthel Cline.

70-year jubilarians: seated, left to right, Sisters Mary O’rourke, Catherine 
rose Grimm, Margaret Mary Driscoll; standing, Sisters Kevin Marie flynn,  
Mary francine Stubbs, Mary Laura huddleston and Mary Monica Peterson.

25-year jubilarian: Sister Carolyn a. Gloege father Dennis Schaab, CPPS, chaplain, received offertory gifts from Sisters Mary Patricia 
Murry (center) and Mary arthel Cline, 60-year jubilarians.
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LeavenWords

Sister Mary Rita chose to join the 
SCLs because she recognized that the  
Community valued and welcomed 
diverse, unique women into its 
fold. As a teenager, she spent two 
summers in Grand Junction, Colo., 
working alongside SCLs, including 
Sister Mary Lucian Winter, her aunt 
who was a dietitian at St. Mary’s 
Hospital. Sister Mary Rita recalls, 
“What a gift I had in these wonder-
fully alive women, so prayerful, so 
unique and so happy in what they 
were doing.”

She entered the SCLs in August 
1946 and has served in many and 
varied ministries over the past  
70 years. “Each assignment was  
special to me, and it is difficult to say  
which I liked best,” Sister Mary Rita 
observes. “All have helped me grow 
in my love of God and neighbor.”

Ministries varied, rewarding
Sister Mary Rita served as a  

dietitian or chaplain in nine hospitals  
and one nursing home affiliated 
with the SCLs or SCL Health. She 
spent three years at Mount Saint 
Vincent, Denver, and continues to 
keep up with some of the youth she 
counseled there. At Carroll College, 
Helena, Mont., Sister Mary Rita was 
assistant to the director of the dorm. 

A former student recently called to 
thank her for all that she did for the 
college students.

Another large portion of Sister 
Mary Rita’s ministry encompassed 
service in parishes. In this setting, 
she was involved with religious  
education, home visiting, a senior 
center and youth groups. She  
assisted with prayer groups,  
Marriage Encounter and the Cursillo.  
During a year of transition at St. 
Louis Parish, Kansas City, Mo., Sister  
Mary Rita was the administrator 
and received acknowledgment for 
listening, responding and serving as 
a stabilizing force for the parish.

“I have worked every single job 
that I ever wanted,” she reflects. 
This includes time in the sewing 
room at the SCL Mother House 
where Sister Mary Rita taught others 
to sew and helped make habits for 
the Sisters who went to Peru.

For 11 years, she oversaw  
hospitality in Marillac Center, the 
SCL retreat center in Leavenworth. 
Well-suited for this position,  
Sister Mary Rita used many of  
her natural talents. She greeted 
guests, coordinated coffee breaks 
and meals, provided musical  
accompaniment on her guitar,  
assisted with presentations, and 
created ambience through the décor. 
Today, Sister Mary Rita volunteers 
to offer hospitality and make room 
arrangements for Sisters and  
visitors who stay at the Mother 
House, Mead guest area and  
rectory apartments.

Through all these years, Sister 
Mary Rita has had a deep devotion 
to the Blessed Mother. She feels 
blessed by the people she has met 
and by the places where she has 
served. “God is totally present to us 
at all times,” she believes.

Two characteristic traits describe 

the life and times of Sister Mary 

Rita Winter. She was born happy, 

and she’s a free spirit. She’s also 

highly energetic and naturally 

talented. She serves with grace 

and commitment and meets  

situations with creativity and 

whatever is needed.

SCL serves with energy, spirit, grace
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“We are made for transcendence and endless  
horizons, but our small ego usually gets in  
the way until we become aware of its petty 
preoccupations and eventually seek a deeper 
truth. It is like mining for a diamond. We 
must dig deep; and yet seem reluctant, even 
afraid, to do so” (p. viii). This quote from  
Father Richard Rohr invites the reader into  
an adventure of seeking the treasure within 
and wondrous self-discovery.

As he continues, the author summarizes the 
text in three pertinent insights: “The goodness  
of God fills all the gaps of the universe,  
without discrimination or preference” (p. xix); 

“death is not just physical dying, but going  
to full depth, hitting the bottom, going the 
distance, beyond where I am in control,  
fully beyond where I am now” (p. xx); and 
“when you go into the full depths and death, 
sometimes even the depths of your sin, you 
come out the other side – and the word for 
that is resurrection” (p. xxi). In order to 
provide credence and context, Father Rohr 
utilizes many Scriptural references, which 
enrich and connect his insights to the life and 
teachings of Jesus. He concludes the preface 
noting, “Perfect spirituality is just to imitate 
God” (p. xxv). Quoting from St. Augustine’s 
Confessions, he adds, “Late have I loved you, 
Beauty so very ancient and so ever new. Late 
have I loved you! You were within, but I was 
without” (p. 2).

Searching for personal truth
Throughout this book the author focuses  

on the true self, as he quotes St. Catherine  
of Genoa, “my deepest me is God!” (p. 5) 
and Colossians 1:27, “the mystery of Christ 
within you – your hope of glory!” (p. 5). In our  
mining this treasure and seeking the diamond 
of our true selves, God reminds us, “what I 

Book Review

Mining hidden treasure  
in search of true self

by Sister Mary Pat 
Lenahan 
SCL Candidate/
Novitiate Director

Father Richard Rohr, OFM (2013).  

Immortal Diamond: The Search for Our True Self.  

San Francisco, California: Jossey-Bass.
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father richard rohr, OfM



17www.scls.org

want is mercy and not sacrifice” (p. 40). As 
we muck through the many layers of ego and 
self-protections, we often tend to flagellate 
ourselves and find the uncertainty of change 
fearful and unsettling. However, if our faith  
is deep and our love is strong, we are able to 
persevere in the search for our hidden treasure.  
Father Rohr assures us that “how we search, 
however, will determine what we find or even 
want to find” (p. 67). He suggests that the  
avenues of our search should include, “the 
universal and wise depths of recurring symbols,  
metaphors, and sacred stories, which is where 
humans can find deep and lasting meaning – 
or personal truth” (p. 68).

Father Rohr says that “St. Anthony of the 
Desert (251-356) saw it rather clearly and 
prophetically: ‘God is gathering us out of all 
regions till he can make resurrection of our own 
hearts from the very earth [emphasis added], and 
teach us that we are all one substance, and 
members of one another; for the one who loves  
his neighbor loves God, and the one who loves  
God, loves his own soul’” (p. 78). Such a strong  
pull for inclusion for each and all of us in the 
connectivity and communion of all creation!

An open invitation
Throughout the text, Father Rohr reminds 

the reader that union with God is our desire 
and that God is ever inviting us into himself. 
Toward the end of the second century, St.  
Irenaeus said, “God passed into man so that 
man might pass over to God” (p. 119). Father 
Rohr continues to explain that “intimacy is 
the only gateway into the temple of human or 
divine love” (pp. 172-173).

He goes on to add that “intimate love is  
the true temple that we all desire” (p. 174). 
From the Scriptures, we see that “everyone 
who loves is born of God and knows God. 
Anyone who fails to love can never have 
known God, for God is love” (p. 174). Father 
Rohr concludes with a list of “Twelve Ways  
To Practice Resurrection Now” (p. 211).  
I would recommend this book to those who 
wish to seek that hidden treasure, the true  
self, within each person. Father Rohr’s  
insights are worthy of further reflection,  
and the Scripture references are rich for  
contemplative encounters with God for  
those who wish to mine for that  
“immortal diamond.”

As we muck through the many  

layers of ego and self-protections,  

we often tend to flagellate ourselves 

and find the uncertainty of change  

fearful and unsettling. 

Book Review
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Beyond All Borders

I was feeling a call/desire to  
respond in some way to the  
thousands of migrants who were 
heading into Italy and Europe trying 
to escape war and poverty. And at 
the same time, I received a letter 
from UISG (International Union 
of Superiors General) sent to all 
members of Solidarity with South 
Sudan. It explained that UISG had 
initiated a new project in Sicily to 
work among the migrants. Those 
fleeing violence make their way to 
Libya where traffickers promise to 
get them into Italy. An island off the 
coast of Sicily called Lampadusa is 
the closest point to Africa for such  
a trip, and so Sicily was identified  
as the area most in need at this time 

for such a project. Taking these 
signs into account and after prayer 
and discussion with Community 
superiors and friends, I was  
encouraged to apply for this project.

Acceptance came with the  
condition of my learning Italian. 
After two months studying the 
language in summer 2016, I knew 
sufficient Italian to be accepted into 
the program. Next, I waited three 
months for my own immigration 
documents to be able to enter Italy 
for an extended period of time.

‘Migrants among migrants’
I arrived in Italy in November 

2016 and joined the project where 
we call each other “migrants among 

migrants.” We members come from 
different religious congregations,  
different countries, different cultures.  
There are many services being  
offered to the migrants by the  
government and other agencies as 
they arrive. Our mission is to find 
those who no longer qualify for 
these services and who are walking 
the streets and camping outdoors.  
It is a very mobile and flexible 
population.

I also have been very mobile, 
spending one month in Agrigento 
and three months in Caltanisetta. 
The brief month I was in Agrigento, 
I worked at a soup kitchen that 
served migrants. It was mostly a 
matter of getting to know the guests 
and the guests getting to know me. 
In Caltanisetta, I worked in a center 
that serves 130 migrants providing  
food, housing, medical care and 
social services. A parish priest 
operates the center. I helped in the 
kitchen and then studied Italian 
with the migrants. Both activities 
were mostly about being with them. 
Recently I missed a day of school. 
The next day some migrants came to 
the kitchen and asked me why I had 
missed school. I knew then that my 
presence with them was important. 
They began to feel free to approach 
me when we met on the street, and 
we paused and just talked.

R E P O R T  f R O M  S i C i L Y :

new ministry to migrants
by Sister Janet Cashman

a migrant (in the foreground) is the focus of attention for Sister Janet Cashman  
(second from right) and staff at a center in Sicily.

As I was leaving South Sudan in 2015, many signs were indicating it was time to move on.
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Plight of the migrants
When I first arrived at the  

center in Caltanisetta, the migrants 
were mostly from Pakistan and  
Bangladesh, men between 20 and 45.  
Most are victims of trafficking. The 
journey from their country to Sicily 
takes a year, and they pass through 
much of Europe before arriving. 
Now, those arriving are young 
Africans. They are also victims of 
trafficking. Their journey takes them 
to Libya and then across the sea 
to the Italian island of Lampadusa 
and then to Sicily. Many die along 
the way from torture or drowning 
during the last part of their journey. 
Most are younger than 18 when 
they first arrive and go to special 
refugee centers for minors. Once 
they reach the age of 18, they are 
moved to centers such as the one 
where I worked.

Among all migrant groups most 
speak some English. If they speak no  
English and since they do not speak 
Italian, then the service offered is 
mostly a friendly greeting. One 
of the newly arrived Africans was 

showing signs of the 
great trauma  
he suffered from  
being trafficked.  
He came to the 
kitchen where I 
helped prepare the 
food. I saw in his 
face that he missed 
his mother. Since 
the trip takes about 
two years that means 
he left home when 
he was only 15 – so 
very young. Another 
new arrival spoke 
very good English. 
When I greeted him 
he was so grateful because it was the 
first time that someone had spoken 
to him in English to ask him how  
he was.

It is the small things that make 
up my service to the migrants. Since 
they are very mobile, one group is 
there for a month and then moves on  
to another center or receives their  
residency and then others arrive.

At the time of writing this article, 
I have now moved to Ramacca and 
have received my residency permit. 
This will allow me to enter more 
completely into the service. Many 
of you have offered many prayers 
to get me this far in what has been 
a very fluid process. Thank you for 
your prayers. A future chapter of 
this story will follow at a later date.

When she is stateside from her mission assignments, Sister 
Janet has shared experiences during rituals and presentations. 
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Beyond All Borders

conversations, Sister Pat returned to the reservation  
in May 2016 to visit the school and to interview with  
the incoming principal. Everything clicked and fell  
into place.

In August, Sister Pat attended a professional  
development training at Creighton University, Omaha. 
The workshops helped acclimate participants to the  
Native American culture and to operation of schools  
on reservations.

By mid-August, Sister Pat was in Browning for  
orientation and soon after in the classroom co-teaching 
science at De La Salle School. Her five years as a science 
instructor for teachers in South Sudan proved very  
helpful. At the same time, she found the number of 
resources available at the Browning school almost the 
reverse of her experience in Africa. Among these, she 
credits De La Salle for good textbooks, access to the 
internet and good technology. After five years in South 
Sudan, Sister Pat says she struggled to catch up with the 
technology and appreciates the assistance she received 
from helpful IT staff.

De La Salle serves fourth- through eighth-graders 
from at-risk families. Space constraints cap enrollment at 
60 with class sizes of 16. Because of multiple challenges 
they face, many of the students are not performing at 
their grade levels.

Building relationships of trust with the students and 
watching them improve academically are rewarding  
experiences for Sister Pat. She concludes, “There’s a  
great need for support and empowerment of our  
Native Americans.”

i N  M O N T A N A

S C L S  S E R V E  i N  V A R i E D  M i N i S T R i E S  T O

Native Americans
Sister Pat Johannsen

Transferring skills from South Sudan 
to Blackfeet Reservation

After she returned from her mission in South Sudan 
in January 2016, Sister Pat Johannsen visited family in 
Montana. Her travel route took her through Browning 
where Brother Dale Mooney, a Christian Brother and an 
SCL Associate, is president of De La Salle School on the 
Blackfeet Reservation. Sister Pat began to wonder if this 
was a mission possibility for her.

“Browning just called out to me,” she recalls. And in 
turn, Sister Pat called Brother Dale. After several phone 

Sister Pat Johannsen gives personal attention to a student during 
a science lesson at De La Salle School. (Photo by Michael hairsine, 
director of technology)
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Beyond All Borders

Of their experiences serving on the Crow Reservation 
in Pryor, Mont., Sisters Mary Lou Mendel and Sharon 
Smith often ask, “Did we ever think we would be doing  
this or that?” This or that includes organizing an Al-Anon  
group, beading, cheering at basketball tournaments, 
participating in Native American rituals and traditions, 
and more.

“Never say never,” Sister Mary Lou affirms. “Our 
mantra since we arrived at St. Charles Mission has been, 
‘We want to listen, learn and do no harm, and hope to 
do some good.’”

“The people make it worthwhile,” Sister Sharon  
continues. “We’re not going to accomplish great things, 
but our presence says, ‘We value you; we choose to live 
with you.’ Hopefully, this will make a difference.”

The SCLs believe that being present in the community 
has enhanced their ability to minister and gained them 
acceptance among the Crow. They have learned that 
when visitors drop by their house to request prayers, 
they want to pray then and there on the spot. They’re 
still learning how to tell time as the Crow people do.  
An event or meal doesn’t start at the identified time,  
but when everyone has gathered. And the SCLs are  
respectful of the Crow rules governing women’s deference  
to men in public settings, such as men introducing 
speakers and preceding women in the food line.

The Oldenburg Franciscan Sisters had served St. Charles  
Mission many years. The parish was without women 

religious for almost 10 years until Sisters Mary Lou and 
Sharon arrived in August 2011. Parishioners observed 
that with the arrival of the two SCLs, the church was 
complete again. The Sisters serve with Father Randolph 
Graczyk, a Capuchin who has been at the parish 42 years.

While Sisters Mary Lou and Sharon do not have  
job titles, they have a full and varied schedule. Their 
ministries include sacramental preparation, adult  
formation, home and hospital visiting, and fund-raising 
for the parish and vacation Bible school. They interact 
with students, faculty and staff at the grade school and 
give presentations on Church seasons or saints at the  
all-school weekly gathering. They drop by the senior 
center for lunch and meet with different groups.

Sisters Mary Lou and Sharon help people cope with 
life challenges. Alcohol and drug addiction touches most 
families. There’s a high rate of unemployment. The Crow 
people still face prejudice when they leave the reservation.

“It’s humbling to experience the goodness of those 
living in the midst of these circumstances,” Sister Mary 
Lou observes.

“Our real ministry is being with the people – Catholic  
and non-Catholic,” Sister Sharon says. “We’ve made good  
friends. It’s a joy and a privilege to be part of their lives.”

Sisters Mary Lou Mendel and Sharon Smith

Listening, learning, being with people
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Native Americans

additional native american ministry article, next pageSister Mary Lou Mendel does sacramental preparation with Kiana.

Sister Sharon Smith speaks to a small group during last summer’s 
vacation Bible school. 
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While Sisters Katherine Franchett and Bernadette 
Helfert continue to be involved with St. Labre Indian 
School, Ashland, Mont., their ministry has expanded to 
include the parish. Both SCLs are enjoying their added 
responsibilities.

“We are able to put our different skills to good use – 
managing finances, organizing, decorating, teaching,” 
says Sister Bernadette.

The arrival of a new pastor, Father Larry Webber, 
OFM, Cap, in May 2016, opened up these opportunities 
for the SCLs. The combined efforts of this team are  
leading to greater engagement of parishioners.

Sister Katherine oversees projects and serves on the  
finance council. Sister Bernadette is a member of the 
pastoral council and chairs the liturgy committee.  
Together, they work with the pastor on environment for 
different seasons of the Church year.

Parishioners have responded eagerly to be part of 
the liturgies. Over 30 people came to a spring ministry 
meeting. They have attended sessions on the spirituality 
of ministry and about Holy Week. Some years ago, Sister 
Bernadette organized a choir that sings once a month at 
Mass with accompaniment by piano, oboe and flute.

“There’s good energy,” Sister Katherine says of these 
developments. “If the services go well, people participate.”

Sister Bernadette believes there’s been an uptick of 
people coming to the church.

The two SCLs volunteer their services at the parish 
and the school. Sister Katherine tutors first-graders in 
reading and does one-on-one activities with three gifted 
second-graders. Sister Bernadette works with individual 
second-graders who need help with reading.

They believe strongly that education is key to helping  
break the cycle of poverty among the Northern Cheyenne  
and Crow tribes served by St. Labre. The school continues  
to improve its academic standards, and increased  
percentages of youth are going on to college.

“Our dream is that every child who walks across the 
stage at graduation has the opportunity to make positive 
choices affecting his or her life,” Sister Bernadette says.

i N  M O N T A N A
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Native Americans

Sisters Katherine franchett and Bernadette Helfert

Good energy, added responsibilities

among the expanded ministries at St. Labre Parish, Sister  
Bernadette helfert helps create a welcoming and seasonal  
environment for liturgy.

tutoring students at St. Labre indian School ranks high with Sister 
Katherine franchett.

Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth  •  Voices of Charity  •  Summer 201722



23www.scls.org

Beyond All Borders

In the spirit of 
St. Vincent de Paul, 
Sister Marie Bernard 
Martin is linking 
people to help  
other people in  
need. She recruits 
and coordinates  
volunteers who staff 
the monthly mobile 
food pantry in Medicine Bow,  
Wyo. She was also instrumental 
(and persistent) in ensuring that  
the pantry has a distribution site to 
withstand wind, cold and heat.

Of her efforts, Sister Marie 
Bernard says, “If you’re in the right 
place, you’ll get a job.”

Tonja Funch, agency relations 
and program manager for the  
Wyoming Food Bank of the Rockies,  
speaks in more glowing terms about  
the SCL’s involvement: “Sister Marie 
Bernard is an awesome volunteer.  
She keeps everyone on task, and 
things are very well-organized.  
She has made a big difference in  
the distribution process that goes 
very smoothly.”

Based in Casper, Wyo., the food 
bank had worked to arrange  
resources for Carbon County where 
Medicine Bow is located. Plans came 
together when the family foundation 
associated with Medicine Bow River 
Ranch agreed to fund the mobile 
food initiative. The food bank  
warehouses the food in Casper and 
has staff and semi-tractor trailer 
trucks to transport it to local  
communities throughout the  
state. This includes fresh fruit and 
vegetables donated by Walmart  
and cases of other non-perishable 
products purchased at lower prices.

The mobile food pantry has served  
Medicine Bow and surrounding 
communities since summer 2015. 
Starting up the program, the com-
munity tried different distribution 
sites – a park, a community hall, a 
couple of garages, including one at 
Sister Marie Bernard’s home. Space 
constraints and Wyoming weather 
extremes led Sister to persist in  
advocating for better suited space. 
City employees suggested the fire 
hall as the distribution site because it  

is bigger and more accommodating.
When the truck arrives in  

Medicine Bow, volunteers unload 
the pallets and place food items on 
tables. Selections change monthly 
based on what’s available but often 
include meat, canned goods,  
shelf-stable milk and fresh items.

On average, 150 to 200 persons  
receive food each month. The beauty  
of the program is that there are 
no qualifications or memberships 
required and no eligibility forms to 
complete. Volunteers distribute food 
on a first-come, first-served basis 
to anyone seeking this assistance. 
Persons unable to make the trip to 
Medicine Bow due to a job, poor 
health or other reasons can designate  
a person to pick up their food.  
Volunteers pre-bag the food and give 
it to the person as requested.

“The people show up, sign in and 
go through the line,” Sister Marie 
Bernard explains. “It’s almost like 
grocery shopping and is respectful 
of the dignity of the individuals.  
The volunteers love helping, and  
the recipients appreciate the food.”

Making the Vincentian connection: 
mobile food pantry

People come from as far away as 60 to 80 miles to obtain food at the mobile pantry in Medicine Bow, Wyo.

Sister Marie  
Bernard Martin
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“My goal is that events we  
sponsor will open the minds, ears 
and eyes of students and others 
to the possibilities of connections 
between ideas and prompt critical 
thinking,” the chair of the USM  
fine arts department, explains.  
“Education is not narrow; it has 
spokes that help connect different 
dimensions of learning. It’s especially  
important for the humanities that 
we encourage looking at issues and 
ideas from multiple perspectives.”

For example, Bill cites a play 
performed at USM last fall by THE 
CORE ENSEMBLE from Miami.  
Its subject was Hispanic heroes,  
and the play promoted the Spanish  
culture. Beyond this, it included 
elements of drama, music, history, 
theology, politics and the arts.

full steam ahead
The 2017 academic year will 

begin in September with the Sister 
Mary Janet Memorial Poetry Reading.

Wyatt Townley, former Kansas 
poet laureate, will share her poetry. 
Bill says this series of poetry readings  
in honor of Sister Mary Janet  
recognize her legacy as a poet and 
educator and her dedication to the 
humanities and the liberal arts.

In Fall 2017, the McGilley Chair 
will sponsor two major presentations.  

In October, the play “Elizabeth I 
in Her Own Words” will feature 
Tamara Meneghini-Stalker, a USM 
alumna. Highlighting November’s 
calendar will be Margaret Waddell,  
a nationally known expert on 
Hildegard of Bingen. In addition 
to lectures on the Medieval nun, 
the program will include a concert 
of chant. Looking ahead to spring 
2018, Bill is planning an evening 

showcasing Shakespeare’s poems 
and music.

Well-suited for McGilley Chair
Bill, who succeeds Sister Susan 

Rieke as the McGilley Chair, is a 
natural for the post. From age 12,  
he knew that he would pursue 
music as a profession. He’s traveled 
Europe and this country performing  
leading and supporting vocalist roles,  
including almost 20 years as a 

McGilley Chair on a mission  
to foster critical thinking

Humbled and honored to be named the second McGilley Chair for Liberal Studies  

at the University of Saint Mary (USM), Leavenworth, Bill Krusemark appreciates  

that this position further supports his commitment to promote the value of the humanities.

Bill Krusemark at the piano in his office at the university of Saint Mary with some of his 
teaching awards.
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The year-long 
search identified John 
as a leader with a 
strong commitment  
to Catholic education,  
deep connections 
to the Kansas City 
community, broad 
educational leadership 
experience and  
passion for the mission  
of Cristo Rey. 

Most recently,  
he has served as 
principal of Christian 
Brothers High School, 
Sacramento, Calif.  
A career educator, 

John’s Kansas City roots led to educational leadership roles as 
principal of Archbishop O’Hara High School and St. Thomas 
More School.

“I am honored and excited to continue the excellent work 
started over a decade ago at Cristo Rey,” John says. “The Sisters 
of Charity of Leavenworth offered a great gift to this community  
in stepping forward to sponsor a Cristo Rey High School. Their 
service set Cristo Rey on a solid foundation, and I am dedi-
cated to building upon their mission and vision.”

The new president holds a bachelor’s in education from  
the University of Missouri and a master’s in school leadership 
from Baker University, Baldwin City, Kan. His professional  
associations and certifications include the National Catholic 
Education Association, National Association of Secondary 
School Principals and the Lasallian Association of Secondary 
School Chief Administrators.

“I am eager to share the story of Cristo Rey and to continue 
the great work begun by my predecessors, Sister Vickie Perkins 
and Dr. Kathleen Hanlon,” John adds.

Ministries

New president  
for Cristo Rey
After an extensive national search, John O’Connor IV will 

serve as the next president of Cristo Rey Kansas City.

25www.scls.org

John O’Connor iv

roster artist with the Kansas City Lyric 
Opera. For 27 years, Bill and his sister 
Ruth, chair of the music department 
at Benedictine College, Atchison, 
Kan., directed combined concerts  
performed by students from both 
higher ed institutions.

Originally from Atchison, Bill  
received his undergraduate and  
master’s degrees in music education 
from the University of Kansas. He 
returned to his hometown to teach. 
Next, he substitute taught for three 
years in Long Island, N.Y., while  
performing as a baritone soloist with 
the National Chorale and the Saint 
Thomas Choir of Men and Boys. On 
his way to the Aspen Music Festival, 
Bill saw the advertisement for an  
adjunct position in USM’s music  
department. He took the job and  
transitioned to full-time faculty then 
left for a year to sing opera in Germany.

In 1989, Bill completed his  
doctorate of musical arts at the  
University of Missouri at Kansas 
City. He rejoined the faculty at USM 
and has worn many hats as chair of 
the fine arts department and music 
program director since 1990. Bill has 
taught voice and chorale, directed  
the band and served as a piano  
accompanist for many performances. 
He also conducts a music academy in 
conjunction with local Leavenworth/
Lansing area high schools – a great 
pipeline for recruiting to USM.

The same factors that initially 
attracted Bill to the university have 
caused him to stay. This includes the 
friendliness of the people and the 
physical setting. “I like what I do,”  
Bill adds, “and I appreciate the  
countercultural selflessness and  
mission of the SCLs. This coincides 
with my personal commitment to  
pursue a life and career in service  
to others.”
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Mary and Tom Landry were  
Vincentian before they were SCL  
Associates. They’ve always been active 
in their parish and consider it their 
second home. And the couple has a 
long-time relationship with the SCLs 
that spans from Kansas to Montana  
to Peru.

Summing up their lives, Mary says, 
“We certainly feel blessed. God has 
taken care of us and given us gifts we 
believe we need to share.”

These gifts include Mary’s talents 
in music and education. She currently 
teaches seventh- and eighth-grades at 
St. Francis Upper School, Billings,  
Mont., and is music minister at the 
school and at St. Pius X Parish, the 
Landrys’ home parish. Three years ago, 
Tom was ordained a deacon for the 
Diocese of Great Falls-Billings; he 
serves at St. Pius. He describes the 
year of discernment and three years 
of study as a natural progression that 
flowed well and that have culminated 
in unexpected graces. Attending the 
diaconate formation program with Tom,  
Mary was inspired to begin studies  
toward a master of arts in liturgy 
degree through the Liturgical Institute 
of the University of Saint Mary of the 
Lake, Mundelein, Ill. Retired from a 
36-year career as an oil refiner/operator,  
Tom also does part-time maintenance 
work at the parish.

Generous with time and talents
The Landrys’ greatest gift is their 

willingness to serve. For several years, 
under Tom’s leadership, the Christian 
Service Commission has coordinated 

efforts of St. Pius X Parish to make a 
steady, monthly donation to the SCL 
Peruvian missions. They have also 
arranged three parish mission trips to 
Peru. The Landrys recall traveling to  
villages for prayer, fellowship and song.  
On one occasion, Tom remembers  
being deeply touched by the invitation  
to pray the rosary with family and 
friends in the home of a woman who 
had died. Alternating the prayers in 
English and Spanish made the group 
feel part of the community.

Mary and Tom were charter members  
of the St. Pius X Conference in the  
St. Vincent de Paul Society of Billings. 
Through this charitable organization, 
Tom has spent 10 years “going to jail 
to have church” with the inmates.

The Landrys became SCL Associates 
together with Sister Jean Martin  
Dawson as their sponsor. Most recently,  
Tom agreed to serve as a member of 
the SCL Associate Advisory Board.  
He attended his first meeting in  
March and describes it as a spiritual 
experience. Words shared by Sister  
Susan Chase, board member, resonated  
with him. Sister Susan clarified her 
understanding of the role of the  
SCL Associates as continuing Jesus’ 
ministry and not as doing the work 
of the SCLs. She called this the real 

charism especially expressed through 
service to the poor.

With renewed inspiration to help 
the poor, the Landrys have continued  
doing home visits related to rental  
assistance available through the  
St. Vincent de Paul Society. “We just 
talk with the people,” Mary says. Tom 
adds, “When a person is in the midst 
of a life storm, he/she can’t see or work 
on solutions. We try to help with this.”

Together in faith and spirit
Tom grew up in Topeka, Kan.; 

Mary, in Arkansas City, Kan. They met 
at Cowley County Community College 
in Arkansas City. After they married, 
Mary, a Methodist, was impressed that 
Tom continued to practice his Catholic 
faith. She began playing the piano at 
the parish he attended and developed 
a love of the Mass and liturgy. Mary 
converted to Catholicism in 1977.

In the diaconate program, Tom 
recalls hearing that candidates likely 
wouldn’t get to sit with their wives 
during church services. To which Tom 
replied, “I never have anyway. Mary 
always played the piano.”

But when he’s giving a sermon,  
Deacon Tom confesses to making eye 
contact with Mary to see how he’s doing.  
As in all things, the Landrys remain 
connected through faith and spirit.

Together in 
faith, spirit 
and action

Mary and tom Landry
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SCL Associates

“There never was a doubt in my 
mind that this is what I wanted 
to do,” Nancy says. “I never had a 
question about being a Catholic. 
What held me up for years was not 
knowing if I could do it.”

Nancy, a professor of psychology  
at the University of Saint Mary, 
received encouragement from Sister 
Diane Steele, USM president and her 
sponsor. Educated as a theologian 
with a PhD from the University of 
Notre Dame, Sister Diane was also 
Nancy’s instructor.

When Nancy made the firm  
decision to take instructions, she 
asked Sister Diane to “do a Catholic  
school for me.” This turned into what  
Nancy describes as a phenomenal 
experience of learning the origins, 
history, rituals and sacraments of  
the Church. The two colleagues  
met weekly at the SCL Mother 
House. Sister Diane made the 

instructions understandable and 
helped cultivate Nancy’s deep  
appreciation of the faith.

“Sister Diane kept calling me  
a ‘catechumen,’” Nancy says.  
“I thought it was a term of  
endearment until I learned that it 
means a person who is preparing for 
the sacraments.”

Nancy credits another faith lesson  
from Sister Diane as having a  
profound effect on her. “Sister Diane 
said, ‘As we move closer to God, 
we move farther from our own 
ego.’ That quote has helped me as  
I strive to be more compassionate 
and humble,” Nancy says.

Growing up, most of Nancy’s 
friends were Catholic. She attended 
Mass with them. Raised in the Baptist  
church of her father, Nancy later 
turned to the Christian Science faith 
professed by her mother. Her early 
years as a teacher, Nancy couldn’t 

locate a church that was convenient 
to where she lived and worked. She 
drifted away from going to church.

At the University of Saint Mary 
where she’s worked since 1991, 
Nancy began to feel that she needed 
a faith anchor in her life. She grew 
to value the company of the strong 
SCLs with whom she taught and 
who modeled the joy of their  
beliefs. Nancy kept thinking about 
becoming a Catholic.

When asked why, Nancy would 
respond, “I want to live my life the 
way they do, have the faith and care 
for others the way they do.”

Nancy took the “baptismal 
plunge” on her birthday. She calls 
the entire process of learning  
and committing one of the most 
emotional experiences she’s ever had.  
In his homily at the Mass, Father 
Bill McEvoy summed it up another 
way for Nancy, “You’ve heard Jesus 
calling, and you’ve said ‘Yes.’”

Finding her faith anchor inCatholicism
A long-time swimmer and swimming coach and instructor, Nancy King, SCLA,  

took the plunge of her life and faith on April 21 when she joined the Catholic Church  

during the Rite of Initiation celebrated in Annunciation Chapel, Leavenworth.  

Nancy received the sacraments of Baptism, Confirmation and Eucharist  

during the University of Saint Mary (USM) community Easter Mass.

nancy receives Communion from Sister 
Constance Phelps, SCL Community  
Director.

Sister Diane Steele (left) congratulates 
nancy during the rite of initiation in  
annunciation Chapel.

nancy processes from the chapel.
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The  
University  

of Saint Mary is a  
sponsored ministry  

of the Sisters of  
Charity of  

Leavenworth.

Vocations

Vincentian Leaders encourage  
connections at University of Saint Mary

With the goal of introducing the gifts and spirit of St. Vincent de Paul to their friends  

and classmates, the Vincentian Leaders at the University of Saint Mary, Leavenworth, Kan.,  

focus on building community, serving others and encouraging spirituality.

They do this by meeting weekly, learning about the 
17th century saint and hosting events to engage other 
students. In the process, they have a good time and 
invite others to do the same. There were 14 Vincentian 
Leaders coordinated this past academic year by Sister 
Vicki Lichtenauer and Jacob Hayden, campus ministers.

Cenyeaa Williams, senior from Kansas City, Mo., saw  
part of her Vincentian Leader role as helping students 
identify their talents and ways to use their gifts to 
respond to their calling. Juan Tirado, sophomore from 
Kansas City, Kan., appreciates that St. Vincent de Paul 
modeled a life of service. On Vincent’s feast day (Sept. 27),  
three of the Vincentian Leaders dressed as the saint 
and walked throughout the university in a black robe 
and cap, similar to the garb worn by St. Vincent. This 
prompted questions that offered quick teaching moments.  
Promoting the spirit of St. Vincent de Paul, particularly 
his emphasis on serving the poor, is how Mary Satkowski,  

sophomore from Denver, understands her role as a  
Vincentian Leader.

During the 2016-2017 school year, the student group 
hosted a Vincentian priest who spoke about the saint. 
They assisted with Rockin’ and Rollin’ with the Sisters, 
a chance for students to meet and learn more about the 
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth. They sponsored an 
outdoor Colorfest that included egg coloring, egg tosses 
and decorating t-shirts as a community-building, fun 
get-together.

In early June during the international observance of 
the 400th anniversary of the Vincentian charism, four 
students, Sister Vicki and Jacob attended  
the Vincentian Family Gathering in  
San Antonio, Texas. They had the  
opportunity to network with other  
young adults and people living  
in the spirit of St. Vincent.

Left to right, Katelynn Singleton, Sister vicki Lichtenauer and Madelyn Lewis admire a t-shirt designed for a vincentian Leaders project.
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Conversion prompting action 
was a recurring theme in the life of 
St. Vincent de Paul. He experienced 
spiritual transformation. But practical  
person that he was, he lived and  
practiced his beliefs.

During this year that marks the 
400th anniversary of the Vincentian 
charism or spirit, two SCLs who have 
studied this 17th century saint shared 
their insights into his conversions, 
spirituality and gifts to the Church.

Sister Noreen Walter, director of 
Marillac Center, credits the poor with 
Vincent’s conversion. He initially 
joined the priesthood for financial 
gain for his family. He didn’t want 
fellow seminarians to know that he 
was from peasant stock. A dying man 
and a family in need in his parish 
eventually touched Vincent’s heart. 
The 400th anniversary observance 
commemorates these encounters  
in 1617 as the beginning of the  
Vincentian charism.

These experiences were foundational  
for Vincent. He came to see the face 
of Christ in everyone, especially the 
poor. Because of this, he professed, 
“We should assist the poor in every 
way and do it both by ourselves and 
by enlisting the help of others…To 
do this is to preach the gospel by 
words and work.”

Vincent believed, he acted, and 
he engaged others in ministry. Sister 
Kathleen Wood, spiritual director, 

Marillac Center, explains that Vincent 
founded the Ladies of Charity and 
Confraternities of Charity, lay  
organizations to assist the poor with 
their physical and spiritual needs.  
He embraced what Father Robert P. 
Maloney, CM, Vincentian scholar, 
calls Christ’s spirit as “evangelizer  
of the poor.” Vincent founded the 
Congregation of the Mission (priests 
and brothers) and the Daughters of 
Charity (sisters) to perpetuate this 
spirit as reflected in the Gospel of  
St. Luke 4:16-19. Sister Kathleen says 
dual motives drove Vincent: to bring 
the Good News and preach Christ to 
the poor, and to do good for these 
individuals.

Another dimension of the Gospel 
mandate for Vincent involved  
providing better preparation for the 
clergy to serve the poor and others. 
He held Tuesday conferences for  
Vincentian and diocesan priests.  
Sister Noreen dates the beginning 
of modern religious life to Vincent 
de Paul. Collaborating with Louise 
de Marillac, he fostered men and 
women religious who worked with 
and among people and outside the 

Blessings! ¡Bendiciones!

Jesus came to nazareth, where he 
had grown up, and went according 
to his custom into the synagogue 
on the sabbath day. he stood up 
to read and was handed a scroll of 
the prophet isaiah. he unrolled the 
scroll and found the passage where 
it was written:

“the Spirit of the Lord is upon me,
because he has anointed me
to bring glad tidings to the poor.
he has sent me to proclaim  

liberty to captives
and recovery of sight to the blind,
to let the oppressed go free,
and to proclaim a year acceptable  

to the Lord.”
Luke 4:16-19

Vincentian charism:
preach Christ to the poor and serve them

Sisters Kathleen Wood (left) and noreen Walter with an icon of vincent de Paul with a beggar.

cloistered walls of monasteries.  
He had a common sense approach to 
life, spirituality and service,  
Sister Noreen adds.

Coupled with the pioneer spirit of  
America, this common sense approach  
influenced the founding of many 
religious communities, including the 
Sisters of Charity of Leavenworth who 
trace their roots to Sts. Vincent de 
Paul and Louise de Marillac.
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