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"We may encounter many defeats
but we must not be defeated."
— Maya Angelou
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Care of Creation
The federal government is planning to phase
out single-use plastics at national parks

Kansas City moves ahead with study of
massive solar farm at KCI airport

(NPR, 6/9/2022)

(KS Reflector, 6/10/2022)

"The move is part of a December 2021
executive order by President Joe Biden "to
reestablish the federal government as a leader
in sustainability," he said.
More than 300 million tons of plastic are
produced in the U.S. each year, with 14 million
of them ending up in the ocean. Plastics make
up 80% of the debris found in oceans, the
department said."

"The feasibility study recommends
officials take a phased approach. As a first
phase, it suggests building a 35 megawatt
array of more than 96,000 panels near the
southern end of the site. It would take
between $9 million and $15 million to
upgrade the grid to accept all that power."

On the Clean Water Act's 50th birthday, what should we celebrate?
(EarthBeat, 6/8/2022)

"Monumental as it was, though, now the Clean Water Act at 50 needs a bit of a refresh, since the pollution it's meant to
stop has changed. In the Chesapeake Bay, our problem today is largely not industrial smokestacks but rather the
detritus of how we live our lives. The Act doesn't regulate these "nonpoint sources," as we call them: the pesticides
coming off our lawns, the motor oil and mercury in our stormwater, the nitrogen and phosphorus from the manure that
farmers apply to their fields."
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Human Trafficking
June, 2022 Monthly Reflection
(US Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking, 6/2/2022)

Events
June 11, 5:30 pm (CST)- The
Sisters of St. Joseph and
Duquesne University invite you
for an evening with the author
of: Subversive Habits: Black
Catholic Nuns in the Long
African American Freedom
Struggle
June 18- Mass Poor People’s &
Low-Wage Workers' Assembly
and Moral March on Washington
and to the Polls

"At the same time, the Bible reminds us that humans are easily distracted by
their desire for worldly values: power, money, status, possessions, etc. It also
reminds us of the need to guard against seeking for oneself and to maintain a
focus on the needs of all."
How Schools and Educators Can Combat Human Trafficking
(National Education Association, 6/7/2022)

"By looking out for their most vulnerable students and working to identify
and respond to the signs of potential exploitation, educators can work to
create safe and supportive school communities that provide children with
the care and attention they need."
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A Short History of LGBTQ
Immigration Policy
(Boundless Immigration, 6/6/2022)

"Post-war America saw the rise not
only of the Red Scare, but also a
lesser known “lavender scare” in
which the federal government
launched a “Pervert Elimination
Campaign.” This discriminatory policy
resulted in the arrests, firings, and
general social persecution of LGBTQ
Americans working for the federal
government. This anti-LGBTQ
sentiment spilled over into the
broader culture as well, causing
concern among LGBTQ individuals
working in different industries across
the country."

Biden, leaders reach migration pact despite attendance flap
(Associated Press, 6/10/2022)

"A set of principles to be announced Friday on the summit’s final day includes
legal pathways to enter countries, aid to communities most affected by
migration, humane border management and coordinated emergency
responses, according to a senior U.S. official who briefed reporters ahead of an
official announcement."
Why should we welcome immigrants?
(Global Sisters Report, 6/10/2022)

"Sister Maxine's guest is Holy Cross Sr. Sharlet Wagner, an immigration lawyer
and executive director of the Newcomer Network, part of Catholic Charities in
Washington, D.C. In the United States, some people question why we should
help immigrants, and Sister Sharlet discusses the issue from the perspectives
of faith, history and the facts — rather than myths — about today's immigrants."
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Seeking Racial Justice
Gordon Parks' photography masterfully
captured the range of Black life in America

Gen-Z Demand Racial Justice, Not
Just Diversity, Equity And Inclusion
From Brands

(NPR, 6/10/2022)

(Forbes, 6/5/2022)

"Parks grew to be one of the country's most
celebrated photographers. He was best
known for photographs of American life, but
mostly of the Black experience. With his
camera he captured the cruelties he saw in
society and used photos as means for
protest. His photos of segregated America
are part of an imperative documentation of
the racial divide in the country."

"Now the conversation shifts to social
justice and equal access to
opportunities. The brands that make
inclusivity part of their core mission—
not a PR statement—will win the hearts
and minds of a new generation of
citizens. Not consumers."

Mourning a Mexican-American tragedy, under the shade of pecan trees
(NPR, 6/9/2022)

"The fight for equality in Uvalde's schools would last for decades, the subject of lawsuits
that would eventually force the town to integrate its schools.
Today, Uvalde is more than 80 percent Latino. All of its public schools — not just Robb
Elementary — serve mostly Mexican-Americans. But now, unlike in the 1960s and 70s,
most of its teachers are Mexican-American too."
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Advocacy &
Action
USCCB Department of Justice, Peace & Human
Development:
Urge Congress to Act on Gun Violence!
"There continue to be productive conversations around gun
violence legislation on Capitol Hill. Now is the time to act!
Please take a moment to encourage your elected officials to
take steps to prevent additional mass shootings. If you have
been directly impacted by gun violence, we invite you to
consider including your personal story in your message.
Read the U.S. Conference of Catholic Bishops’ letter to
Congress on gun violence."
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