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EVENTS / ACTIVITIES

CURRENT EVENTS

ACTION & ADVOCACY

"The measure of the greatness of a
society is found in the way it treats
those most in need, those who have

nothing apart from their poverty!"
-Pope Francis



Dueling tax-cut plans in
Kansas need a House-Senate
compromise, with $1 billion at

stake
(KCUR, 3/30/2023)

"The House tax package slims
down the cost to the state to
roughly $500 million a year
while providing relief in several
different areas. The plan
competes with the Senate’s
proposals that would reduce
state revenue by more than $1
billion."

2023 Kansas Legislative
Session Updates

Loud Light:
Kansas Week 11 Recap: anti-
abortion myths, re-emerging

diseases, anti-trans bills,
schools, and more

"Loud Light engages, educates,
and empowers individuals from
underrepresented populations to
build community power that has
an impact on decision makers.
We’re Transforming Kansas: voter
registration, informative videos,
coalition building, civic
engagement, youth voter
turnout."
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Kansas House passes bills dealing
with flat tax, abortion, wind
turbines, energy, fentanyl

(KS Reflector, 3/29/2023)

"House lawmakers passed a flat tax
proposal with bipartisan support,
following weeks of debate on the
topic and criticism that the policy
would mostly benefit corporations
and the state’s wealthiest
residents."

https://www.kcur.org/news/2023-03-30/dueling-tax-cut-plans-in-kansas-need-a-house-senate-compromise-with-1-billion-at-stake
https://www.loudlight.org/week-11-2023
https://kansasreflector.com/2023/03/29/kansas-house-passes-bills-dealing-with-flat-tax-abortion-wind-turbines-energy-fentanyl/


UN Water Conference shows global
consensus on universal right to water

(Earthbeat, 3/30/2023)

"Organizers said at least 700
commitments were made as a result of
the conference. Among governments,
the United States said it would commit
up to $49 billion in investments "to
support climate resilient water and
sanitation infrastructure and services,"
while Japan said it would provide up to
$3.65 billion to improve water
infrastructure in the Asia-Pacific
region over the next five years."

Care of Creation
Electricity generated from

renewables surpassed coal in
the U.S. last year
(PBS News, 3/28/2023)

"Growth in wind and solar
significantly drove the increase in
renewable energy and
contributed 14 percent of the
electricity produced domestically
in 2022. Hydropower contributed
6 percent, and biomass and
geothermal sources generated
less than 1 percent."
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United Nations adopts landmark
resolution on climate justice

(The Guardian, 3/29/2023)

"The UN general assembly adopted
by consensus the resolution
spearheaded by Vanuatu, a tiny
Pacific island nation vulnerable to
extreme climate effects, and youth
activists to secure a legal opinion
from the international court of
justice (ICJ) to clarify states’
obligations to tackle the climate
crisis – and specify any
consequences countries should
face for inaction."

https://www.ncronline.org/earthbeat/politics/un-water-conference-shows-global-consensus-universal-right-water
https://sdgs.un.org/sites/default/files/2023-03/Closing%20press%20release_waterconference_FINAL_24Mar.pdf
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/science/electricity-generated-from-renewables-surpassed-coal-in-the-u-s-last-year
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2023/mar/29/united-nations-resolution-climate-emergency-vanuatu?CMP=share_btn_tw&utm_term=64256bb9d4f54d3271076a78f8c14e49&utm_campaign=DownToEarth&utm_source=esp&utm_medium=Email&CMP=greenlight_email
https://documents-dds-ny.un.org/doc/UNDOC/LTD/N23/063/82/PDF/N2306382.pdf?OpenElement


Human Trafficking
Alone and Exploited, Migrant Children Work Brutal Jobs Across the U.S.

(US Catholic Sisters Against Human Trafficking, 3/19/2023)

"These workers are part of a new economy of exploitation: Migrant children, who have
been coming into the United States without their parents in record numbers, are ending
up in some of the most punishing jobs in the country, a New York Times investigation
found. This shadow work force extends across industries in every state, flouting child
labor laws that have been in place for nearly a century. Twelve-year-old roofers in
Florida and Tennessee. Underage slaughterhouse workers in Delaware, Mississippi and
North Carolina. Children sawing planks of wood on overnight shifts in South Dakota."
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Trafficking Survivors and the Criminal Justice System
(Psychology Today, 3/29/2023)

"A conviction on their record means they may find it difficult to get a good job, enter
into supportive relationships, and find decent housing. An added problem is the
possibility of a bench warrant against them for not having showed up at court hearings;
it means living in fear that something like a random traffic stop could land them in jail."

Events
Nuns & Nones Land
Justice Learning-
April 12, 12:00 - 3:00
(CST)- Repeat:
Training in Cultural
Sensitivity for Land
Collaborations - Part 3

https://sistersagainsttrafficking.org/2023/03/alone-and-exploited-migrant-children-work-brutal-jobs-across-the-u-s/
https://www.nytimes.com/2021/04/02/us/politics/border-migrant-families-children.html
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/blog/to-end-human-trafficking/202303/trafficking-survivors-and-the-criminal-justice-system
https://www.psychologytoday.com/us/basics/fear
https://actionnetwork.org/forms/training-in-cultural-sensitivity-for-land-collaborations-part-3
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Afghans resettled in US fear being
sent back as pathway to legal

status stalls in Congress
(The Guardian, 3/28/2023)

"That period runs out this September
and he’s increasingly concerned that
if his asylum request is not approved
he – along with tens of thousands of
other Afghan evacuees in the US – is
at risk of losing his work permit and
protection from deportation and he
dreads the prospect of having to
return to a Taliban-controlled nation
gripped by humanitarian crises.
But nearly two years since the fall of
Kabul, only a small percentage of
evacuated Afghans have managed to
secure permanent legal status in the
US’s clogged immigration system."

In this southwest Kansas classroom, immigrant students' goal isn't graduation
— it's survival

(The Topeka Capital-Journal, 3/28/2023)

"While many districts in Kansas work with English-learning populations, Dodge City
is one of a kind in its high percentages of immigrant students, many of whom come
from Central America’s most impoverished and undereducated countries."

Faith groups to Biden: ‘Families do not need to be detained’
(The Hill, 3/23/2023)

"While advocates are appalled the idea could even be on the table, officials see
the brainstorming approach as necessary ahead of the end of Title 42, the
coronavirus pandemic-prompted border management policy that allowed border
officials to skirt the asylum process . . . The 130 religious organizations also called
on Biden to reconsider an administration proposal that advocates call an asylum
ban or a transit ban, labels the administration decries as unjust."

https://www.theguardian.com/world/2023/mar/28/afghans-resettled-in-us-future-uncertain
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2022/jan/23/change-to-aid-rules-needed-to-prevent-famine-in-afghanistan-say-uk-experts
https://www.theguardian.com/world/2021/aug/15/the-fall-of-kabul-a-20-year-mission-collapses-in-a-single-day
https://www.theguardian.com/us-news/2022/feb/21/us-immigration-courts-cases-backlog-understaffing
https://www.cjonline.com/story/news/education/2023/03/28/dodge-city-usd-433-slife-classroom-teaches-refugee-immigrant-students/69993490007/
https://thehill.com/latino/3914768-faith-groups-to-biden-families-do-not-need-to-be-detained/
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After nearly 200 years, the Yuchi Tribe of Oklahoma reconnects with bison
(NPR, 3/26/2023)

"The Yuchi Tribe was one of several to receive bison from the city of Denver,
which maintains two conservation herds that are descended from the last
wild bison in North America. Since 2018, the city has donated 85 surplus bison
— which many, including Indigenous people, commonly call buffalo — to
Native American tribes instead of selling them at auction, reflecting a broader
effort to return stewardship to Native Americans."

Inside the effort to identify Catholic-run boarding
schools for Indigenous children

(Global Sisters Report, 3/30/2023)

"Almost two dozen people sit on the AHP's archives
committee, most of whom are archivists for religious
congregations or members of orders with archives
containing boarding school records. Together, they
are working on a comprehensive list of schools
Catholic entities ran from the 1820s to the 1960s as
part of its wider work to address the role the church
played in the U.S. government's attempted cultural
genocide."

Seeking Racial Justice  
Vatican formally repudiates

'Doctrine of Discovery' used to
justify colonization

(National Catholic Reporter, 3/30/2023)

"When Pope Francis visited Canada
last July to issue an apology for the
Catholic Church's involvement in the
country's 19th and 20th century
residential schools, which stripped
Indigenous peoples of their Native
heritage and cultures, he repeatedly
faced calls for formal rescission of
the so-called doctrine.
Eight months later, Czerny said that
the church's priority was to listen and
to take seriously concerns raised by
the Indigenous peoples."

https://www.npr.org/2023/03/26/1166099625/after-nearly-200-years-the-yuchi-tribe-of-oklahoma-reconnects-with-bison?utm_source=twitter.com&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=npr&utm_term=nprnews
https://www.npr.org/2023/03/16/1164015750/native-american-bison-buffalo-denver-donate
https://www.doi.gov/pressreleases/interior-department-announces-significant-action-restore-bison-populations-part-new
https://www.globalsistersreport.org/news/inside-effort-identify-catholic-run-boarding-schools-indigenous-children?site_redirect=1
https://www.ncronline.org/vatican/vatican-news/vatican-formally-repudiates-doctrine-discovery-used-justify-colonial
https://www.ncronline.org/news/vatican/canada-pope-francis-tells-indigenous-people-he-deeply-sorry-abusive-schools
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Advocacy &
Action

Maryknoll:
Ask Congress to Sponsor, Support the People Over Pentagon Act

 
"By choosing to invest so massively on the Pentagon’s weapons and war, we also chose

to not to invest in the nutrition, health care and education of our citizens.
 

Call on your Member of Congress to redirect a fraction of the Pentagon’s budget to
domestic and human needs by supporting the People over the Pentagon Act.

 
In addition, Maryknoll Office for Global Concerns is co-sponsoring the Ecumenical

Advocacy Days 2023 Conference, held virtually April 25-27 from 8AM to 6PM. This year's
theme is Swords Into Plowshares: Achieving Enough for All and Pursuing Peace.

Register today to join Christian advocates from around the country in advocating for
spending priorities that value integral human security over weapons and war."

https://maryknollogc.org/action/ask-congress-sponsor-support-people-over-pentagon-act?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=f236716b-87ac-417e-8bce-740d0b2d136a#Jump
https://maryknollogc.org/action/ask-congress-sponsor-support-people-over-pentagon-act?eType=EmailBlastContent&eId=f236716b-87ac-417e-8bce-740d0b2d136a#Jump
https://www.accelevents.com/e/ecumenical-advocacy-days-2023
https://www.accelevents.com/e/u/checkout/ecumenical-advocacy-days-2023/tickets/order

