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"Solidarity, as a moral virtue and social
attitude born of personal conversion,
calls for commitment on the part of
those responsible for education and
formation."
— Pope Francis
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Care of Creation
‘Ghosts of capitalism’: the push to
dismantle America’s decrepit dams

Tribe seeks to adapt as climate change
alters ancestral home

"Across America’s 3m miles of rivers,
hundreds of thousands of dams built to
power the factories of the early industrial
era remain in place. In New York state, in
the Hudson River estuary, only half of the
river’s 67 tributaries are free-flowing; the
rest are blocked by as many as 2,000 low
dams."

"Hotter temperatures and drier conditions,
exacerbated by global warming, have
made their forests a tinderbox, shrunk
waterways and parched pastures and
gardens, threatening a way of life tied to
land, water and animals they pray for daily
and celebrate through stories, songs and
dances passed down through the ages."

(The Guardian, 11/4/2022)

(AP News, 11/1/2022)

'It makes climate change real': How carbon emissions got rebranded as 'pollution'
(EarthBeat, 10/22/2022)

"It wasn't always a popular move to link global warming with air quality. Until recently, most
environmental groups treated them as distinct problems. Environmental justice advocates,
on the other hand, have argued that global emissions and local air pollution were inextricably
linked and needed to be addressed together. Otherwise, they argued, climate legislation
could actually impede efforts to clean up the air in communities saddled with pollution."
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Human Trafficking
Events
Nov. 7, 6:00 pm (CST)Franciscan Action
Network: Election Eve
Vigil

Slavery is on the ballot for voters in 5 US states
(AP News, 10/22/2022)

"More than 150 years after slaves were freed in the U.S., voters in five states will
soon decide whether to close loopholes that led to the proliferation of a
different form of slavery — forced labor by people convicted of certain crimes."
UNODC and partners launch toolkit for tackling underreported crime of human
trafficking for organ removal
(The European Times, 10/31/2022)

"On Tuesday, the United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC) launched a
new Toolkit on the Investigation and Prosecution of Trafficking in Persons for
Organ Removal, designed to encourage the proactive investigation of possible
cases or red flag indicators. The toolkit focuses on organized criminal networks
and the illicit financial flows stemming from them."
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With a possible surge of Haitian
migrants ahead, the Biden admin
is weighing holding them in a third
country or at Guantánamo
(NBC News, 10/30/2022)

"The White House National Security
Council is asking the Department of
Homeland Security what number of
Haitian migrants would require the
U.S. to designate a third country,
known as a “lily pad,” to hold and
process Haitian migrants who are
intercepted at sea and what number
would overwhelm a lily pad country
and require Haitians to be taken to
Guantánamo, according to the
document."
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In Order to Meet Its 2023 Refugee Resettlement Target, the United States
Can Draw From Numerous Refugee Crises Globally
(Center for Migration Studies, 10/26/2022)

"The US Refugee Admissions Program (USRAP), the normal resettlement
pathway which provides permanent status and federal benefits to resettled
refugees, accepted only 25,465 refugees in FY 2022—80 percent below the
presidential determination of 125,000."
DACA Is Slowly Dying Unless Congress Steps in to Save It
(TIME, 10/28/2022)

"Amid the legal uncertainty, and with Democrats expected to lose control of at
least one chamber of Congress in the midterms, some see a window of
opportunity closing to pass legislation codifying permanent protections for
Dreamers. Others say they are clinging to hope that Democrats could muster
legislation during the lame duck session."
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Seeking Racial Justice
How the Supreme Court has ruled in the
past about affirmative action

Kansas could pressure schools to
dump Native American mascots
increasingly seen as racist

(NPR,11/1/2022)

(KCUR, 11/1/2022)

"The court has repeatedly ruled in favor of
universities' ability to consider the race of
applicants, so long as it is one of many
factors in an individualized admissions
decision.
Now, these precedents could be in question
as a newly conservative majority considers
the cases this term."

"An advisory group created by the
Kansas Board of Education wants the
board to recommend ending Native
American mascots statewide — a move
sure to trigger anger and defensiveness
in communities long wedded to school
traditions."

Podcast: An honest look at slavery in the Christian tradition
(America Magazine, 11/1/2022)

"The Bible has been invoked in defense of slavery and to overthrow it. Some saints
have confronted slavery, while others have turned a blind eye, or worse, developed
theological arguments to support it. The Catholic Church has a mixed history,
especially when it comes to chattel slavery, and its one we should know about."
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Advocacy &
Action
November 2022
Midterm Election

Election Day:
November 8, 2022

Voter Resources:
Two more Kansas constitutional amendment votes loom. Here’s what they
do, and what they mean.
(KS Reflector, 8/31/2022)

Kansas voting guide: What to know about the 2022 election
(KCUR, 9/19/2022)

Kansas Elections 2022
(KCUR, 2022)
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